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Preach'd at - 


| F E | 
County of SOMERSET, | 
On the 23d of May 1711, 


N Being Wedneſday in Whitſun-Week, 
BEFORE THE 


Anniverſary A ſembly 


E Mixisrzxs there. | 


By FOSEPH STANDEN, Miniſter 
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: To tb. OED Miniller 
of the Gos PEL, before 


whom this Diſcourſe. was : 
delivered. 


0 e Waben 


A HO' I have no mo great Reaſon 70 
| boaft of a P erformance, the Defets 
of which J can as eaſily diſcern as 
vou can forgive ; yet I cannot num- 
ber That among its Faults, which is like 60 
diſpleaſe ſome on both Sides, I mean the great 
Freedom and Plain-dealing i in it The Ap- 
probation of which by ſo great a Number 6 
my Brethren, I have Ref on to think was the 
occaſion 0 5 their laying their Commands on me 
to publiſh it; which I now do, as it was de- 
livered, wither a Additions or Rerrench- 
ments; which bad I made, you might have 
diſdgimed your Orders,” and left Me to that 
Cenſure which now you mutt ſhare along with 
Me. I bope neither Party. will think their 
. whole Body ſtruck at in what I have ſaid: 
_ 45 FI muſt * ly profeſs, that I —_— no 
| 10 * 
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; oft be 


J bos L bub ouch 
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the 2 Chriſtians, 9 mbit 
own Imperfettions ; ſo they 2442 eartily join 
in lamenting the Faults and Diſorders of their 
own Side, eſpecially in\fuch 4 Way * tend 
10 reform or leſſen, rather than, 
them, A And if every Perſon and 2 a. 
make it their Buſmeſs, rather to pu 
Beam our of their own Eyes, than tofind 
Mote in _ 5 s 57 which 25 
Bare put there ) M. fas rn eee 
Fate of Things . % the 

"Our pn in 5 4 

4 's from expoſ N the 2 wy 
Hon of ts Ears x fierce. "_T Blind 
"Contentions about tho thoſe Point, concerning 


te 


"which We 2 are mugh..1 an the Dark, which, 1 


W2 could lay 1 our 2 
were to (ghd 


; unh 


ws * 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

758 the other, and fit Us (and others 
970 for that bap el where thoſe 

3 of our holy ion ſhall ſhine out 


with @ full and bor dhe 6 „ and ſhall add 
Luſire to each other for ever. 


I am, 
My Reverend Brethren, 


Your very reſpectful 
(tho unworthy) Brother, 
and moſt humble Servant, 
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Fo Wer preach not our Selver, but 5 
Teſta the Lord; and our Selves your 


| Servants. for Jeſus ſale. 10 * bes 


H E great Deſign of the LET 
God and Man, eee the 1 105 
Apoſtacy, has been to defeat fp 
"Methods which the bleſſed. 0 
of e ee. hath propos d bor 
coyery of à loſt World. e knew, God was 
15 d in his own infinite 5 unc chavgeable 

eſs 3 and therefore, ſince it was, im- 
ib o dethrone the Almighty, the only 
hipg he could hope ſor, was to ſeduce Man- 
kind —— Obedience to him, and conſe- 
quently from Bleſſedneſs. How, much 15 


hath ſucceeded in this accurſed Defis gn, t 

Fall of our firſt Parents, the. Degeneracy a 
eee 7. @ Maj in Ps Wd, in ever 
ry Age, and the va ri WHRIC it is to 

| be feared, will appea gay His at the laſt 
Day, axe and will ho ſad and dreadful Proofs. 
Now as this ſubtle and reſtleſs Enemy be- 
trayed our firſt Parents out of their primitive 
Innocence and Glory, by. pretending that it 
Was Way Fe to 4 5 1115 ſo ſevere; a 


— man cnnanedy 


I. — —— | | 
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Death it ſelf (with all that black and diſmal 
Train which goes before and follows after it) 
ſhould be theConſequence'of taſting or touch- 
ing a little Fruit; and therefore that either 
Od had not ſaid this, or if he had, it was not 
true: He ſaid it to try whether they would be 
of ſuch baſe and timorous Spirits as to be 
frightned with ſo vain a Threatning, know- 
ing well enough that an Advancement to a 
ſuperior Degree of Happineſs (if not an E- 
go to Himſelf) would be the Effect of 
Deſpiting this pretended Threatning : Asthis 
was the Method the Devil took to delude our 
unhappy Parents, fo he ſtill makes Uſe of the 
Tame Method in all] Ages (and in what Age 
more ſucceſsfully than ours?) to undge 
Mankind and ruin immortal Souls: For he 
endeavours to perſwade the World that the 
Promiſes and Tfweartdnij of the Goſpel, are 


the Policy of Princes to keep their People in 
Subjection, and the Oraft of Prieſts who 
Hnd their Intereſt in being their Tools. And 
4 einne 11 laſo :: N Ce 
thus by malicious and ſenſeleſs * 


r EE add 


their Enemies in a Words Ve preach not our 
| Selves, but Chriſt Fefſus' the Lord; and bur 
Selves your Seruants for Feſus fals From 


; before, tbe A 5 7 'M inifters, 3 
the. Devil and his Imſtruments have catry d 


their Point in moſt Places of the World: "For 


if We conſider this Accuſation, as level'd 
againſt the primitive Inſtitution and the firſt 
Preachers of our holy Religion (and againſt 
all others in Things wherein they deviate not 
from theſe) We ſhall find it contrary to the 
cleareſt Reaſon and plaineſt Fact. The Apo 
ſtles could eaſily confute all the Malice of 


which Words (which are part of St. Paul's 
Defence againſt the falſe Apoſtles, and a juſt 


Reflection upon + 1 tall conſider ro 


un Things. 


wh The Dignity of the Miniſterial Office: 


We 3 not our n but Chriſt Joſt the 
Lor 


II. Its Uſefuleſs: to the People 3 Our 
ger Sendantr for Jeſus ſake. 0 


bs The Dipniey of the Miniſterial Office : 
We - preach not our Selves, but Chriſt 22 
the Lord. Under this Head | Wall? inſiſt 


| theſe three Particulars. | - — 
(i.) Iſhall conſider what We are to under. 

ſtand by Preaching Chriſt, ö 
(2.) When we 1 = rid to bah our 
Selves, And 470 5 


— 5 = = 60 — 


1 A Sermon preach d at Taunton 
\* (35) That the Miniſters. of the Goſpe el 


—_ not to preach N on, Ciirif 
Toles the Lord. 
1 


* 3 1 ſhall de win we are to un- 
derſtand by Preaching Chriſt. We ma ” 
ſaid to preach Chriſt either with ref 
the Authority of Cbriſt by which WE — 
or the |\Stjeffx we ꝑpreach upon, or the End 
We propoſe to oli Selves in Prezching. | 
We may be ſaid to preach Chriſt with re- 
ſpe to the Authority vf Chriſt by which We 
preach. I deny not but ny ſerious Chriſtian 
may make Uſe of that — which he 
hath of his Religion, and in an extraordinary 
Neceſſity may preach the Goſpel wo vchers, 
and convert and confirm them, and admini- 
ſter the Ordinamtes of the Goſpel to them. 
But that becauſe in a very extraordinary Caſe 
a2 a Perſon (otherwiſe not ſo well qualified) 
may de this, therefore there is no more fe- 
quired ordinarily than a Man's having a 
Mind to take upon him this holy Office, is as 
Arguing as if one ſhould ſay, that be- 
cauſe in à ſudden Invaſion when there ate no 
oommiſſion d Officers, or in 2 Regiment or 
Ship of War where they are all Ard, ano- 
the Man might take upon him the Poſt of 
Command, and make Head againft the Ene- 
my, and do what good he could, that thore · 
fore any Man at any other Time may form a 
| Regiment or Company of Tens and act with · 
ee A, . 


i TY 8 „ 5 y " fi * 


L the Ind of| Mien. 7 3 


ont ſucha Commiſſion, And if it be 6bje&- 
ed, that theſe are Caſes of Importance, atid 
therefore Men muft not ac without 4 Com- 
miſſion 3/1 hope it may be ſaid of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, + it is a Thing of a8] 
Importance than any other Affalt witat 
and it ſeems 4 little ſtrange, that Men wt 
pretend to believe revealed "hetis off,” ſhould 
' own that Order and Decorum is to be obfet⸗ 
ved in every Secular Buſineſs, but at the fate 
Time contend, that in Matters of Neligion 
| — for every Thing 16 de managed by 
any Body or no Body; and that the Ef O 
deris to let every Thing run ittts Confu To. 
Can We think that Ha defigned the 
of the Miniftry to expire with the Dl, 
Jous Gifts inthe firſt Ages of Ciriſtianity > 
For as Men have as err Reaſon' to take 
Care of their Souls now, 4s they had in the 
Apoſtles Days ; ſo ſince theſe miractlous G 
pron arora there is rather more Rea · 
fon Why every one ſhould not take upon Him 
this led Oh but that there ſhould be 4 
ſolemry walification, Preparation and fnve- 
ſtiture. Nor is the Seriptute ſilent in this 
Matter: Per as our Saviour commanded the 
firſt Preachers to publiſh the Goſpel to al 
Nariotis, and promiſed to be with them td 
the End of the World, (which cannot be un- 
derſtood of their Perſons only, but their Suc- 
teſſors alſo in the Work of che Miniftryy ſo 
1 is evident that they were to ordain eller 
ta 


K 1 . 4 5 
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A Sermon preach d at Taunton 
to ſupply their Places, and that this was to be 
the Moling Order in the Church. Accord- 
ingly We find that the Talents Miniſters were 
to be endued with, their Behaviour to the 
People, and the People's to them, both with 
reſpect to their obey ing and maintaining them, 
r Things of this Nature, are parti- 
larly mention'd and recommended. And 
there can be no Reaſon given why this Office 
ſhould be neceſſary amongſt not only newly 
converted, but eftabliſhed Chriſtians in the 
rimitive Times, and needleſs now when 
Iniquity abounds, and the Love of many 
waxes cold; or why there ſhould not be as 
much need of having thoſe confirmed in Chri- 
ſtianity, who live at ſuch a Diſtance both 
from the Time and Place in which the Go- 
ſpel Hiſtory was acted, as of , confirming 
thoſe who themſelves ſaw the Miracles of 
. the Apoſtles, and many of them heard the 
| Sermons, and ſaw the Miracles of Chriſt him- 
ſelf: Or why there ſhould not be as much 
need of converting Men from Infidelity and 
Profaneneſs as from Paganiſm. I ſhall not 

ſtand now to enquire into the Validity of 

thoſe Orders, by Virtue of which We miniſter 

in holy Things; for this is not a Time, nor 

a Place, nor a Perſon fit for ſuch Enquiries: 

And when the bleſſed Day ſhall come, wherein 

it ſhall appear that We have on both ſides 

that due Temper and Tenderneſs for each 

other, which all pretend to, but few poſſeſs or 

= 4.4 | mäanifeſt, 


"of | 


before the Aſſembly of Minifters. 5 
manifeſt, this with many other Differences, 
will be eaſily accommodated : but, O Lora, 
how long ! This much however I cannot but 
ſay (and why may not I ſay it without Of- 
fence ?_) that they who ſo obſtinately infiſt on 
ſuch Notions, as leave all the Proteſtant: 
Churches abroad (a very few excepted) with- 
out Miniſtry, Sacraments or Chriſtianity, and 
allow all this to the Romiſh Synagogue,ought 
not to take it amiſs if We modeſtly queſtion; 
wherher their Scheme be calculated to recon- 
cile Proteſtants to each other, or to the Church 
of Rome. And give Me leave alſo to ſay, 
that the Doctrine of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Miniſters from 
the Apoſtles, leaves every Miniſter at an 
Uncertainty, whether he is really a Miniſter 
or no; and every Chriſtian in doubt, whether 
he is really baptized, or receives the other 
- Sacrament, or 1s a Chriſtian: For where is 
the Miniſter or Chriſtian that can prove this 
Ecclefiaſtical Deſcent from ſome one or other 
of the Apoſtles, and that not one Link of 

this long Chain is broken ? So wild a Fanc 
one would think was invented not by thoſe 
who would exalt the Chriſtian Miniſtry, but 
by ſome Enemy both of that and the whole 
SGoſpel ; ſince according to this Plan the 

Church of Chriſt hath but a conjectural and 
Romantick Exiſtence: And this looks like the 
deſperate Courage of thoſe who to clear 
themſelves from the Enemy, fire the 3 
W 8 aga- | 


Magszine, blowing up themſelyes and the 
Enemy' together, and ſo they 30 all to the 
Bottom at ones. 
We may alſo be ſaid to preach Chriſt with 
reaſpect to the Subjects We preach upon. And 
here I hope it will not be taken amiſs if! 
freely own, that I look upon Preaching of 
Chriſt in this xeſpeR, to be a very different 
hing from what ſome take it tobe, who will 
no means allow any Miniſter to preach 
Chriſt, who does not happen to pleaſe their 
ticular Faneies: 1 hope ( ſay) twill not 
taken amiſs ; for I come nat here to pleaſe 
ſen ; For if I pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be 
the Servant of Chriſt. By. preaching Chriſt - 
Iunderſtand, proving him ta be the Meſſiah, 
prenching the Doctrines He hath delivered to 
U, propoſing the Terms he hath offer'd, 
and preſſing the Duties included in thoſe 
Proving Chriſt to be the Meſſiah, is 
preaching of Chriſt, which I need not tell 
you the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
and the Facts of the New verified by the Te- 
ſtimony of Jews and Gentiles, the Friends 
and Enemies of Chriſtianity, God, Angels, 
end Men, do ſufficiently evidence. Thus 
St. Paul preached, - * Rooftning' P17! of tbe 
Setistures, opening and alledging that Cbriſt 
ſt nteds haus ſuffered, and riſen again from 
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comprehend the 


; = the TIT of Miniſters. 


© Dead: and that this Jau robom' Ter 
unh you is Chriſt, 53! 1 | | N 2747 Hen 
Anotlier Inſtance of preachin Che 
preaching the Doctrines Chtiſt hath taught 
ther by himfelf, or his itrſpired Servants; 
à not only the Being and 9 9 of God, 
but the Truth of the Scriptures, the Creation 
of the World, the Fall of Man and its Con⸗ 
ſtequences, the Doctrine of a Frovidenge, the 
Neceſſity of a Saviour; the Glory and Grace 
of the Mediatour 1 wy his. Humiliation" and 
Exaltation, as our Prophet, Prieſt, and King; 
the ineſtimable Benefits We receive #11d: Ig | 
pect from him in the Pardon of our 8 Vene 
Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, and Eternal 
and Happineſs. Suck Do&rines - 't is" Yheſe: 
which the the Word of God recom dende tos) 
are to be infiſted on and difphyed, anqꝗ both = 
their Truth and their Uſefu deli tö be pro- 
ved; that ſo we may not only fincerely believe, 
but highly value them. And here 1 ſuppoſe 
We all grant, that in ſearching after the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine We muſt be fure never to in- 
terpret any Scripture in ſuch a Senſe as' to 
make God's Word contradict his Nature and 
Attributes, of to make one Att ribute contra 
dict another. dr tho We cannot ſearerm 
out the Almig dig. to Perfection, nor fullß 
Eternity, Immenſity, and 
— — of God, nor anſwer abundance 
of Queſtions that may be asked concerning 
them : : Yet unleſs — ſome . of 
0 % un- 


— 


eck Launen 


Wand Jing wt is meant by thoſe We 
call the * ions of the Divine Na- 
4 IN uch 28 Jg, Goodneſs, and: Truth, 
1 w;paſs that We are commanded: 
to eee ei e Particu lars, and 
| ab old hal Im as We can? Good 

| d old had — tion of theſe Attri- 
bites of; God e ee ſaid; * . 
e of all 1 That be far 
2% e 


ee 144. 

7 rd:ts gogd it and his tender 
mais. e br l Works, He ( cont 
Ker mur is an M tempted of God to com 
Wh int ich him is not Jug Tra, (ca) and 
Ner. And I: hope it will alſo be granted, 
ma enen Places of Scripture! are to be ex- 
pounded-by thoſe thattare more char and plain, 
ang that metaphorical, Expreſſions; are not to 
Ac in à literal Senſe; or too much 
610, eſpecially when en, nee 
trade thoſe-orhes plain Tents. 1 
A Mioiſter of Chriſt is alſo 10 propoſe the 
Terms Chriſt hath. offer d to Sinters, And 
they are indeed moſt reaſonable and honoura- 
le, Faith and Repentance. I I ball not enter 
into the Labyrinth of all theſe Controverſies 
ahout the Word Faith, (Irhink may — 
which have ſo diſturbed the Churell of Chriſt; 


 abd,.almoſt baniſhed che Thing aut of tho 
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ces In 
him, with a ſtedfaſt and effuctual | 0 
ic embrhce Him as our Saviour on W 'OW 


Terms, and to obey Him all the 1 
Life, depending on his Crace fort at End. 
He that bark ſuch a Faith, (tho he may Hei- 


ther wiiferſtand nor ſublcribe all Fir gon 
and Shibboleth of — m_ 5 ja 

hope) however unaceept 1 
Men, will ebe approvd e and 181 it 
Way to eternal. Salvation.” EY 
tance; I mea an inward Change of tt 
a deep Hatred of Sin, z Convition! 
reaſonableneſs, as it is contri 0 80 
Nature and -e loty aud Beaut) 
immortal Souls, being 2 E 2 " thi 
there wert no Hell heregf 

And this — 8 
by Sorrow for -whiit 
voiding Sin and reſiſting 
the Time — the 
lone but all Sins, . 
on all Oecaſions. 
pentance e RR 
ever Ohriſt hath” fevealed, 
 whaever! Hehath'canin 


1 . Wo neee DAE B19! 
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1 v en of the Goſpel is to preſs the 
ies included in theſe Terms, fark Love 

8 5 Zeal for 28 . (a * form d 
aud. not a blind 2 


5005 | ervency i in, Gocks Warkip, conſtane 


| Kation, the l Duties we owe 
7 Mi Miniſters, and to each o- 
+5. Sobriety, Fuxity, Juſtice, Tempe- 
ity, Meekneſs, Patience 
A eng Humility, ; Peaceableneſs, 
ED and. whatever elſe che Goſpel 
Tecommends. ;.And, theſe Duties arg to be 
140 rierte Feople on their proper Groundi, 
Fils their full Extent: And if any call Us 
Tegal Pre: rs, that ſhould not difcourage 
Us, it being a Reflection on Chriſt more than 
as if his Yoke,. inſtead of being ealy, 
Yoke gf ; Bondage. We have 
OL -% Band his: \Apaſtles: 17 
Things, and their Example 
LI to — Faith, 


5 that, 
| 414, CPR ian [ leave 
lch | of Eternal: Death, I 
am gute. wk ns Zealis neither agr table 
to the Faut (Lohan. of the;( —— | 

3775 e preach u . up Works (or Faith either) 


2s mart gown. lerogate from the merito- 
ridus R hecüft neſs — Sacrifice of Jeſus 


#4. 8 2 < iſt, 


r OO — ». Ad. 
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8 050. When We ny * aid to area's vi 
* : When we calculate our preaching to 
05 | promote 


D 


| Chriſt, there would be ſomething to be ſaid; 3 


but after all the Clamour and Outcry that is 
made, where are the Men that teach any 


ſuch Doctrine amongſt Us? For my part [ 
know of none. - But if We muſt not Pen | 


the Duties of the Goſpel, and the Law of 
Faith for Fear of being call'd legal Preachers; 


how can We hope by our preaching to'bring 
Men to believe, tho it were only with the 


Faith of Devils; for why ſhould' they fear or 
tremble-at the Thoughts of loſing Heaven or 


falling into Hell, who do not believe that 
Repentance and ſincere Obedience is neceſfa- 


ry to the avoiding the one, or enjoying tt the 


other? To conclude this Head, 


A Miniſter may be ſaid to preach” Chrilt 
uh reſpect to the Eud he propoſes to him- 
ſelf in his Miniſtry, which ought to be the 


Honour ey lory of Chriſt the Redeemer, 


magnifying the Power and Grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt in 4. Hens and Livesof Men. This 


We muſt propoſe as our End, and uſe means 


oper to attain it. A Man may preach | 
iſt in the other Inſtances I have men- 


tioned, and yet may not preach Him in 009 
e 


Senſe, but may have low and baſe Ends, ev 
high — holy an Office as the Mini, 
Dy of the Goſpel : Which e me omg 
| rg e 


v, ; 7 
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ramote our temporal Iotereſt, to advance our 
Peputotien, and gain Applay(e from the Pro· 
ple ; when the mam Thing We rpreſs j — 
own Opinion; tho? doubtful and of little cot 


z when we/preach upourown Pars 


; ty and make! it our Buſineſs to inſpire-them 


with Sentiments of Uncharitableneſa Cru- 
elty and Revenge. 100 70 e nd . 'Gil 
Ve: certainly preach oor Selves when we 
calculate our preaching to promote pur tem. 
poral Intereſt, and not the Inteteſt and Hos 
nour of Cheiſt in the World; In many In- 
ſtances indeed this is) a Secret between God 
and our own Conſciences: But it ve prufeſs 
and — — backwards and forwards, in one 
reaching up one Doctrine, d in ano- 
therth quite contrary, becauſe it. is our In- 
ſo to do or i in our preaching and 
aer Miniſtrations we preſs vedy aloſe on the 
Poor, and reprove them ſharply, but deal very 
favourably with the Rich, and ſeldom or ne+ 
ver reprove their Vices, but ate angry with 
| 225 who think it poſlible they ould have 
he Mater is very: plaingdnd:we cex- 
* 1 each our delves. When we can 
ave 3; People: whers we haveadone n great 
deal of god, erof you, m Bretlaten, = 
I hope; can ſay; {0,/the'/othews bee wanne 
ment, who hath believed our 3 
whom is the Arm of the Lord — 5 


When we can keys ſuch, a People Where we 
can live gomfor gabi enough. Only 


9 


2 e e vs 73 | 


ſake of-gaining: a little more, ths the':we- have we have 
no great proſpett of daing much Good; this 
looks like Self at the Bottom. The ſame may 
be laid, ven we can pretend ſome conſcien- 
5 tious Obe ction againſt receiving a Petſon to 
Communion when he is poor and deſpiſed, 
and invite the fame Perſon whem lie is rich 
and honcurable. Thus when Huge Grotius 
was an Exile in France; aſter he made this 
Eſeape but of Priſob, and applied himſelf to 
the Proteſtant Church at Cheremon near Paris, 
deſiring to he received into their Communionʒ 
| be-wag;refuſed, and told they could not re- 
eeive a Man who held Opinions condemned 
* the. late -Synod' at Dort And yet fome 
ime after this, when he came into Francs 
— with the Character of an Am- 
the the Man was the ſame, they 
to bim, invited, complimented and 
— him to joyn with them, and to ho- 
naur their Communion with ſo illuſtrious a 
Member:; which he then modeſtly: refuſed, 
and 1 think: with a better Grace than they 
refuſed him beſore ʒ andi there are tou many 
Inſtances to be given of thoſe whd differ 
from the Synod of Dort, who have treated 
their Bretliren wks "great Mpeg; 
and Inhumanity. M26 97717 Of 
If our main Defign' is to Sue Ariplauſe 


not Obriſl Feſus the Lord.” I do not mean 
_ * — — to deſire to 


fromthe People, we preach our'Selves; and : 


be acceptable to his People, asa means of his 
being uſeful to them. But there is an im- 
ee deſire of Applauſe which ſome re- 
ſolve to get right or Wrong, by low, little, 
and ridiculous Arts: For inſtance, when we 
endeavour to make the plaineſt Things dark 


and myſtical, that our Auditory may think 
there is ſomething very awful in that thick 
Darkneſs, which they cannot penetrate: 
When we amuſe People with affectionate 
Nhraſes, or empty Words, which we know 
will pleaſe them, without propoſing any 
Thing of ſolid Argument and rational Con- 
— Indeed after that is done, let us 
raiſe the Affections as high as we can. But 
Paſſion and Enthufiaſm, without Argument, 
is like the Sound of a Trumpet, or the Beat 
of a Drum, which may raiſe ihe Spirits, 
and fire the Courage of the Soldiers for the 
ſent; but can never convince them of the 
uſtice of the Cauſe, or keep them from de- 
ſerting to the Enemy upon the next Dif; — | 
or any other Temptation. We tranſprels 
only the Rules: of: the: Goſpel, but of Wo: 
mon; Humanity, when as the laſt Refuge we 
endeavour. to eſtablifſh\ our Reputation 
the Ruin of our Brothers: certainly 
they who have a great Reputation themſelves 
ſhould uſe-1t- — and charitably, not car- 
rying ie13nfolringly towards others, 'but be 
very: cautious how they ſpeak ſlightingly of 
their Brethren, einher as to their Abilities, 
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nions, or Actions, eſpecially before thoſe 
whom they know to be prejudic'd againſt 
them already. How many honeſt faithful 
Miniſters of Chriſt might have done more 
Good in their Places, had it not been for 
ſome unk ind or uncautious Brother who has 
brought the People from the Coldneſs of 
Love, to the Heat of Rage and Animoſity ! 
And thus while ſome declare againſt Epiſco- 
pacy, they enlarge their on Dioceſe and 
Juriſdiction as wide as poſſible, and while 
they exclaim againſt the Name, practiſe the 
Thing And yet at the ſame Time with the 
ſiucere Wailings of the Crocodile lament thoſe 
Breaches and Animoſities which they them 
ſelves. have either cauſed or increaſe. 
We preach our Selves, and not Chriſt Je- 
ſus the: Lord, when we make it our Buſineſs 
to inſiſt on our private Opinions in Thingsof 
little moment, and neglect the great Things 
of Chriſtianity. + A Man may be ſo fulbof his 
on Fancies and Particularities, that he may 
introduce them into every Sermon, and ſo 
feed the People with the Husk inſtead of the 
Kernel of Religion. There are indeed ſome 
Caſes w herein a Miniſter may be obliged to 
prea ch what others may pleaſe to call his pris 
vate Opinion: For Example, If it ſhould be 
the generally receivd Opinion, That Man 
could convert himſelf without the aſſiſtance 
of gupernatural Grace, or that a Chriſtian 
was not obliged to live . m_—— or that 
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and honeſt Men on both ſides think they. have 
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a vetbal Repentance was ſufficient in the 
Caſe of defrauding our Neighbour, without 
making auy Reſtitution, ' tho* we wete very 

well able to do it 3 or that God is not in eat- 
neſt in the Promi ſes and Threatnings of his 
Word, or that we may fafely truſt to à Death - 
bed Repentance, which laſt I am afraid is in 
earneſt too general an Opinion: In theſe and 
ſuch like Caſes of dangerous Conſequence, 
that ſtrike at the very Vitalr f Religion, I 


hope I ſhall be forgiven if I ſay; That if the 


eontrary be a Miniſter's private Opinion, yet 


fince; his Silenoee might endanger Peoples 
Souls, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, he vught not to forbear de- 


livering it: And in ſuch Caſes we muſt not 
ſay, Haſt thou Faith ? Have it to thy ir: 
Which Advice the Apoſtle gives with reſpect 


do ſtrong Gbriftians,' declaring their Opinion 


utmeceſſarily to the Weak, whereby they 
might do Hurt, and does not at all forbid de- 
claring our Opinion when it is neceſſary to do 
good and ſave Souls. Beſides, if what we 
wbuld have others keep to themſelves be pro- 
perly calPd Faith, how comes it to paſs that 


we accuſe them of Hereſy or Infidelity for 


theſe very Things? But where there is a 


| Controverſy about ſome particular Points, 


and has been ſo for many Ages, and 


a great deal to ſay for their Opinions ; there, 
for one ſide to abuſe the Apoſtls's Words, and 
5 VVV 8 


5 cry out, Halt thou Faith? Heoe ic ro thy Self. 
While they are ſo far from keeping their O- 
pinion to themſelves, that they propogate it 


will convey 
beo the Senſe 
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all over the World, this is pretty plain deal- 
ing I confeſs, but not the/aing? = bonoſtoff | 


Tat can be thought of. 


When we make it our chief Buſineſs te 
preach. up own Party more than the com- 
mon Chrjſtianity, we preach our Selves and 
not Cbriſt Feſus the Lara When we draw 


our own Party in the moſt beautiſul Colours 


and preſent them by the faireſt Light, hilt 


we throw back all the Excellencies of our 


Brethren into Shades: and Ohſcurity, giving 
the moſt favourable Turn to our own Prin- 
ciples and Pradiices, and taking a great deal 
of pains to cover, if not to poliſh and brighten 
our very: Defects, whilſt the Doctrines and 


Actions of others are underſtood in the worſt 


Senſe; and a bad Meaning extorted from 
them by the Rack of an 5 Inter- 
pretation... When we delight to impoſe odi- 
ous Names an our 1 we know 
coples Minds, 
Sand Wards. 3 them off 
Things When we teach 

eople to j _ e cl 3 controverted Point, as 
bs do of the Talents and Triumphs 2 a2 
Scold, and think he that has (and will have) 
the laſt Word has gotten the Viator. When, 
we widen every little Variety in Werds into 
a ARIES: . 2/110 and if our drehn 
2 Q 


and by the. 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Force of our preaching to make Proſelytes to 


what we call the Faitb; but ſuch a Faith as 
worlks not by Love, but Hatred and while 


aunton 
uſe enotber Phraſe, We immediately cry out 
+ Another Goſpel ! and let bim be accurſed! 
Curſing whom God hath not curſed: When 
we bring the Word of God to our Opinion, 
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aud then finding or rather forcing ſome Text 
to it: When to confute an Adverſary we 


make the Authority of Man equal to the In- 


ſpiration of God, as Eccius at Ausburg told 
the Duke of Bauaria, that the Doctrine of 
the Proteſtants could not be confuted by the 


Scriptures, but by the Fatbers it might: Or 


when we run down a Notion or Practice, 
tho' ever ſo true or good, becauſe tis ow 


or reviwd by thoſe of another Party, like 
| thoſe fooliſh People who are reported to hive 


refuſed to drink of the Water of à certain 
River (tho? very pure) becauſe it ran thro? 
their Enemies Country: If we bend the main 


Party, and ſucceed in converting Men to 


e ES 2 4 3 Fs A 
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4 IF any ſhall make uſe of any Words, Terms, Phraſes 
and Expreſſions in and about religious n 
ithout 


r 


embracing and receiving of thoſe Words by others, .w 
examining the Truth of what by thoſe Words or Phraſes 
they intend 'to'fignify or expreſs, or the Propriety of thoſe 
Expreſlions.themſelyes, as te their Accommodation for the 
Signification of thoſe Things, I plead not ſor them. It is 
not in the Power of any Man, to make any Word or Ex- 
preſſion nat found pu in the Scripture to be Canonical, 
and for its own ſake to be embraced. Dr. 0wen's Anſwer to, 
— ITS Orono 
poſſibly 
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poſtibly they may be. reformed from lntempe: 
rance and Debauchery, yet they are tau ght 
the moſt intemperate Zeal and Rage againſt 
all who differ from them ;;this'is but fo.con- 
vert them from one Wickedneſs to another, 
from Sins of the Fleſb, to thoſe of the 2 
rit; and tho they may be no longer Be 
yet they are become Devils. If we are ready 
to canonize thoſe for Saints, who cache N 
to our Party, and look on thoſe who forſzke 
us as Men FBrfake n of God; and the great 
Quarrel we have with! our Neighbburs, is be⸗ 
cauſe they will not quarrel with all who 
we hate, like Dionyſus one of the Tyrants o 
Sicily, who would be very 1 y wie Sand e 
to ſee him civil to any Body elſe: 
preach againſt any Vice, "Flthe out of 5975 
àgainſt articular Perſons, than from an Oh true 
oo againſt Sin, as it 5 ſaid of 78 
the hated Coſat 1 118 e than Tyranny. . 18 
a ly contrary to the Spirit of the 627 | 
when they who ſhould be Ambaſſad ors. 05 
Peace, are the Trumpeters of War, and in- 
ſtead of having theit Lips touched with 2 
Coal from the Altar, and diffuſing the gen⸗ 
tle Spirit of Love, ſcatter Firebrands, Ar- 
rows and Death, and with the ſame Mouth 
bleſs God and curſe Men, like Balaam for a 
Reward from Man, curſing thoſe who are 
bleſſed God. Such Cbriſtian Miniſters 
may be ſhamed by that Hearben Prieſteſs 
Theano, who the Hiſtorian tells us, when 


the 


77 

| 
; 

| 

| 

N 


acded according to this Rule. The 4 15 


the Prieſts and Prieſteſſes were ordered to 
curſe Mcibiades, poſitively refuſed it, al- 
ledging, that her holy Office obliged her to 
make Prayers, but not Execrations, to bleſs, 

but not to curſe, I am now to conſider, __ 


„H That de Minſter of the ſpe 
ought not to preach themſelves, but Chri/ 


Feſis the Lord. The primitive Preachers 


7 


did not preach themſelves. Worldly Ho. 
nour and Intereſt could never engage . 7 


preach the Doctrine of the Creſs, to a Wor 


f. 
that ridicuPd a crucify'd Saviour,. and hated 


The Diſciples indeed ſome of. them were but 
Fiſhermen ; but they had a much more labo- 
rious, troubleſome and dangerous Life when 
they became Fiſheri of Men. If then we will 


ils | 
and perſecuted his Diſciples to the Death. 


 Imitate theſe great Pe muſt preach 
E 


(not our Selves) but Chriſt Feſus the. Lord, 
Give me leave (my Reverend, Fathers and 
Brethren in the Aſiniſtry) with all Humility 


_ and Seriouſneſs, to put you and my ſelf in 


Remembrance of ;our Duty in this particular 


by theſe three Conſiderations,” Let us con- 
fider by wham we are ſent, by Jeſus Chrift 
as his Ambaſſadors, to declare his and not our 


own Pleaſure, to propoſe his and not our own 


Terms, to conſult our own Honour no far- 


ther than as it is conſiſtent with, and tends to 


* 
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to whom we are ſent, to thoſe who have but 
a little Time and a ſhort Life to learn to 
know, love and obey our dear Redeemer, and 
muſt ſhortly paſs into an unchangeable Eter- 
uity. And then conſider, to whom we muſt 
give an Account, even to Him that ſent us, 
to the Great, Juſt and Terrible Judge of the 
World. If therefore we preach our own In- 
teteſt, Applauſe, or Revenge, we have our 
Reward in this World, and a dreadful Ac- 
count to give in the next. The Thoughts of 
this ſhould fill us with an awful Senſe of the 
Majeſty, and Preſence, and all-ſeeing Eye of 
the great Judge in all our Miniſtrations: 
And if we conſider this, we ſhall have little 
Heart to aim at the gratifying a fooliſh Self- 
Love, or an unchriſtian Hatred of our Bro- 
ther, as the great Daten of our Miniſtry.” 
One in that facred Office may argue thus 
with himſelf: Alas! what will it ſignify to 
me to carry on the Deſign of a Party, and to 
miſrepreſent the Principles and Praftices of 
my Fellow-Chriſtians, and judge their yery 
Hearts, when I my ſelf muſt appear before 
the Searcher of Hearts in a little Time? If I 
ſhould be able to ſucceed and perſuade the 
World, that they who are as hearty Friends 
us any whatſoever to the Government under 
which they live, and to the Principles on 
wdbich it ſtands, are its greateſt Enemies, and 
dught to be treated as ſuch: If Iſhould caſt the 
Odium of a black and horrible Tragedy that 
= | was 
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had as much hand in the unhappy. Quarte 
that preceded. that diſmal Tragedy, as any 
others: If. I ſhould make it my Bufineſs to 


may appear amongſt Men, yet how ſhall I 1 
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that was acted in the laſt Age by a Cabal of 

inhuman Miſcreants, on a whole Body of Men 
now living, when I might know that they 
abhor it, and their Fore-fathers proteſted a+ 


gainſt it, and ſuffered under the ſame Uſur- 


ation 5 and that the Men of my own Fare 
8 


— 
& 


” 


myeigh againſt, thoſe who are for yielding a 


little to the Scryples of their Brethren, with- 


out diminiſhing the Honour, Power, or 
Riches of my own, Communion, as Traitors, 
falſe. Brethren, Renegadoes, Eccleſiaſtical 
Acbitophel's and Apoſtates, and Wolves in 
Sheeps clothing, and what not; when at the 
ſame Time I muſt know, and am forced to 


own, that the very Perſons who had a hand in 


ſo pious and peaceable @ Deſign, are the very 
Men that I extol and magnify as Pillars and 


Apeſiles of the Church; and when I ſnall re- 


Joyce that there are ſuch Terms of Commu- 
nion made as I verily believe will keep my 
weak miſt aken Brethren Out, becauſe . tho? | 


they are indifferent to me, yet they are not 
0 


to them ;, and yet I ſhall moſt bitterly, re- 
vile and cure them for not coming in ; and 
if any of them do come in, L ſhall: wich the 
Terms were yet harder to have kept them out, 
with what Applauſe. and Triumph -ſoever 


wy 


appear before my great Judge??? 


23 


If I miſrepreſent the Opinions of my Bre- 
thren as dangerous and damnable, and ſhall 
tell the World with the moſt ſerious and re- 
ligious Impudence, that ſuch an Opinion is 
a new Goſpel, tho I muſt or might know, 
that it was the Dactrinèe of the Primitive 
Church, or at leaſt that IL cannot prove it was 
not. If I repreſent them as believing there is 
no need of a Saviour, when I know that theß 
profeſs and teach, that without a Redeemer, - 
Adam and all his Poſterity had been loſt for 
ever. If Laccuſe them as holding that Man 
can convert himſelf without the Aſſiſtance 
of Supernatural Grace, when I am ſure they 
teach the quite contrary; . When c 
them as Enemies to the free Grace of God, 
when I know that they rather make it more 
free and extenſive than Ido. When, becauſe 
they will not receive every Phraſe. of mine 
as Canonical, I ſhall accuſe them as denying 
the Merit and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, when 
they declare they believe that our Acceptance 
with God, our Pardon and Fuſtification is 
owing to the Merits of Cbriſt and his Rigb- 
zecouſneſs, and that there is nothing of Merit 
in our on perſonal Righteouſneſs and good 
Works. It. 1 ſhall call a Man's Reaſon Car- 
val, only becauſe he will not blindly ſubmit 
to my unreaſonable Impoſitions. When 1 
ſhall aecuſe à Man of being a Socinian, be- 
caule he does not think ſome of the Argu- 
ments brought againſt them to be concluſive. 
23 1 E 38 When 


\ 


n 2 1 * . a Js 
N 8 4 
- * v 
% 


# 
* 


PP — - 3 a” 


26 4 Sermon preach at Taunton 
| OO When 1 fall accuſed Man of Popery; wich- 


out ſhowing the Tendency of any of his 
| Notions or Practices that way, when I know = 
4 ttat the Points in Controverſy ate as much 
diſputed amongſt the Papifts as the Prote- 
fflͤftante; and when my ſelf ſeem to eſpouſe 
ſiome of the Fundamental Errors of Popery 
in equalling Synode and Councils: to the Holy 
| Scriptures, and in en to Iifallibility, 
| and condemning all who will not blindly ſub- 
mit to my Authority. When I charge an O- 
pinion as tending to Profaneneſs, only be. 
| caufe ſome, who profeſs that Opinion, are 
| wicked, when I know that this Argument 
= will ferve as well againſt the 1 
| and Chri ffianity it ſelf; becauſe moſt who pro- 
feſs to be Proteftants and Chriftians are 
= wicked. When by theſe Arts of Villany and 
Malice, ſanctify d and ſet off with a pretence 
of holy Zeal, I ſhall kindle the unquencha- 
ble Fire of Hell in the Breaſts of Chrifians, 
and inſtead of being a Son of Peace, and one 
"SET of the Stars in the right Hand of Chrift with 
= - calm and ſweet Influences to guide his Ser- 
þ vants'through this dark World, I ſhall be as 
= -. a burning Meteor portending Storms, Wars 
1 and Confufion : Certainly I had much better 
=_— - have employed my Time and Pains againſt 
Infidelity, Popery and Profaneneſs, the com- 


j mon Enemies of our Religion, than by lay- 
" 7 ing as much ſtreſs upon every Punctilio, as 
__ en the weightieſt Matters of the Law, and 

£13) 57 A ö con- 
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_ contending. as earneſtly for ſome. dark and ſome. dark and 
doubtful Opinion, as for the cleareſt. and 
moſt den omentous Truths, tempt People to 
think that there is no more certainty in one 
than the other, Ps ſo 5 be. = _ 
, Popery.and Profaneneſa in the Wor 
: Pact ds I ſhall have reaſon. to lament that 
(while I have had a ſeeming. advantage by 
thoſe Methods an honeſt «A durſt not uſe) 
1 have been fighting againſt the Friends and 
not the ] em1es of Religion; and when I 
come to die, I ſhall have a great. deal of this 
kind (defid S my other Sing). to bewail, as © - 
is reported of the terrible Duke of A, who 
| gel his Victories and barbarous ruelty 
2. the Low Countries.) is ſaid at laſt oh ks 
Tiny xo to hare lament that he had ne- 
ver the Turk the common Ene- 
oy of Chr mag . 
us may have reaſon (in the Senſe, I have been 
inſiſting on) to make ſuch Lamentations when 
we are going to appear before God, I en 


clude this 5 wit the Words of gur bleſſed Ts 


Saviour; 30 * But. F. Servant i in hic 
Heart, my Lord. de laretb his coming; 2 
ſhell begin to Beat. 4  Men-Servants, and i 

"Maidens,, and to ee drink, and to; he 

drunken . The Lord of thas Seromut will 
come in a Dey when be laokerb. not far him, 
84 at an d wil 
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cut bank: in founder, and will appoint bim bis 
Portion with the Unbelievers. Having thus 
conſidered the Dignity of the Minifterial 
Office, I need fay but little to prove, 


\ IK 1 of: ſulneſs to the Vogue This 
wht What has been already ſaid, may be 
looked upon as more proper for our Hearers 
to judge of, than — us to ſay any Thing a- 
van it z but the A poſts who preached not 
himſelf, but Cbria 5 Jeſus the Lord, fays, I 
magnific mine Office. If Chriſt ki appointed 
| Paſtors and Teachers for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt : 
If Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by 
the Word of God : Tf there be any Comfort 
in the Ordinances, and Duties of Divine 
3 If the Removal of the Miniſtry 

of the Goſpel from a People is threatned as 
a very Wnlbe Julgrbeut: If the Soul be more 
precious than the Body, and Eternity of more 
importance than Time: If Chriſt's preachin 
the Goſpel himſelf in Perſon be any Argu- 
ment of its Uſefulneſs: If when Men are 
going out of this World, they then general 
with they had been more attentive to thoſe 
Whoſe Office it & to prepare them for another. 

If the Doctrines and Duties which the faith - 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt recommend to you, 
are of ſuch à Nature; as if heartily believed 
ſed; wouldeorduee to the Peace, Or- 

1 and Happineſs olgpe World, of * 

o- 
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'; 
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| Sockties, F amilies, and particular Perſons, 
and would render this Eartira Heaven in com- 
pariſon of that diſtracted and miſerable Scene 
which is now daily before our Eyes : If this 
be true, and much more that might be men- 
tion'd, then the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is a 
great Happineſs to you. We ay not our 
Selves, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and our 
Selves your Servants r Jeſus. ale. We 
are not to think that a lar? s ſerving a parti- 
cular Church, or the People's conſent that 
he ſhould be their Miniſter, is the Foundati- 
on of his being a Miniſter of Chriſt, from 
whom he receives his Commiſſion ;.as a Man 
may have a, Commiſſion from the Queen to 
de a Captain, tho' as yet there may not be 
one Soldier raiſed to be under his Command. 
If a Man's Relation to a particular Church 
de the Ground of his Miniſtry in general, 

when that Relation ceaſes by the People's caft- 
ing him off, or his leaviug them by Agres- 
ment, when he has no Call from any other 
Church, in ſuch a Caſe he would become no 

Minifter of Chriſt, and fo might be ordaim d 
afreſh when he was ; called to anther Flock; 
and then I am ſure the Buſineſs, of Re-ordi 
nat ion ought not to be number 'd am onigft our 

Scrples.. cat UI KS. T2 MT 8 * N * 
In this Senſe then they ': are hot mY Fg 
vants of the People. Nor are we to ander- 
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and the Honour of their park 


0 ol Sermon preach d\ a Taunton 
Senſe of the Words, as if Miuiſters y were not 


Þs feed and rule the Church of God: * Obey 


them. that have the Rule over you, (ſa 15 the A- 
He) and ſubmit your ſelves ; For they watch 
or er Souls, as they that muſt give Account, 
Are Servants, as Stewards are. Servants 
EE eir Fellow-Servants, as Watchmen are 
vants for the Good of a City ; They are 
o perform the Service of God's oule for the 
29 — to be diligent in adminiſtring Or- 
iv qu for the Good of their Souls. They 
muſt be their. Servants in this Senſe, that 
ey muſt. Hear with their Prejudices, and 
= with their Humours ſo far as they can 
- , and not injure their own Con __ 

er. 
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briefly) conſider'd the two Things I pro por pee of 
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llbly ſure what will eventually be the beſt 
Method to take with them, or whether 


any 
ethod will do them good: But all we can 
2 is to bear with and manage their Paſſi- 


ons, Infirmities, and Humors, as prudenely 


as 2 can, and leave the Event to Gd. 


Thus I have (you may wiſh 1 could 1 


in the beginning of this Diſcourſe: 
ſibly the only — you may Prone 
to make is, That it is high Time to leave off i 
Yet conſidering this is the firſt, and 
will be the kal hit Inſtance of my treſ 


vidhthe ole is 
3117 MY ; An tin 

INF ERENCES!. 
1. If the Miniſtry of the-Golpd de wed⸗ 


nourable and uleful an Employment, then 


hence I infer what Care ought to be taken in 
the Choice and Education of Perſons fox this 
facred Offite. There are: ſo many Talents 
(if not neceſſary, yer am fure) very fit and 


proper for the miniſterial Work, "which per- ; 
haps very few, who are devoted to that Of- 
ſioe are poſſeſs d of, ¶ am ſure I find too late 


L am riot) that it were to be wiſned the World 
had a higher Opinion of the Office it elf, 
that fo they might believe (as am ſure they 


ces were all but little enough for the Service 


2 the eee That 2 | 
| | that 


your Patience, I hall er to conclude 


ought)! that the moſt eminem Gifts and Gra- 
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that Depth of Judgment, that Treaſure of 


Memory, that vaſt Compaſs of Learning, that 
Knowledge of the World as to Men and Things, 


* 


that Underſtanding and Re liſn of the Holy 


Writings, ye cred 
(and other) Hiſtory, that Prefence of Mind; 
that Solemn and Commanding Ext erior, that 
Elevation of Soul, and yet an humble Mind, 
that Skill in Controveſy, and yet a peaceable 
Temper, that ſtrength of Reaſon, Clearneſs and 
Vivacity of Thought, that Readineſs and De- 
corum of Elocution, that Patience and Pru- 


dence, that God- like Compaſſion for the Souls 


of Men, that generous and charitable Tem- 
per, that rational well - grounded and well. 
manag'd Zeal for the great Things of Religi- 


on, with. that impartial Moderation in leſſer 


M,atters, which becomes a Chriſtian and a Mi- 
niſter: Theſe are Talents ſo rarely meeting 
in one Perſon, and yet all ſo deſireable, that 


as the World is at preſent ./ it is rather to 
wiſhed than attempted, that every Preacher of 


the Goſpel were thus furniſned. A great deal 
depends on the finiſhing, Stroaks, in the Ma- 


nagement of thoſe who are ſent forth to preach 


tze Goſpel, I mean as to what Man can do, 

for it is God alone who can give the Bleſſing 
and Inereaſe. They ſnould be put upon an 
impartial Enquiry after Truth, and a juſt 
Freedom (tho) not a Scepticiſm) of Thought, 


a natural and eaſy Method, Elegancy, and 


ainneſs of Style, Strength and Clearneſs 


yet FI 


78111 


of 


1 


* 


„of Hart in it. "They r rempt Arhei 
f to be more ſo, and to think that all Reli wn 
F 4Priefcrafr and Im 
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of fReaſoning, an affectionate and moving Blo- 
ne, conſiſting in a propriety of Thought, 
— Voice and Geſture, without the 


Indecencies of mean and ſordid Language, 


ora ſwelling Tympany of Words: Theſe 
Things (with others of the like Nature) re- 
quire a great deal of Care and Application; 
and it were to be wiſh'd, that they who 


firſt enter upon the Miniſtry, had Time (be- 


fides their other Preparations) more tho- 
roughly to ſtudy the preaching Part, both 
as to the Compoſition and Delivery « of their 
Sermons, for want of which (tho? it is none 
of my Buſineſs to dictate, yet) it is very plain 
that ſome young Preachers take a wrong 
Taſte, and ſettle their Miſtakes into à Ha- 
bit, which they can never after get over: 
And how weakly ſoever I may have talk d 
on orher Heads, yet your ſeeing and hearing 


me at this Time, is ſufſicient to convince 


you, that what I ſay is tue, and char there 
wer ma againſt] 9 19 5 
v1 ; | 


. The next 1 1 * Waka is, 


That felfiſvand'defigning/Men are very un- 


fit: for this holy Office, eat! deal 


cal Men 


and do a 


poſture. Such 
Vill make the loudeſt” Outcry for che leaſt 


Matters when it is ee Intereſt to 


maintain them, "ou et” a Nolie' a- 
Wach! 8 | F bout 
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that Depth of Judgment, that Treaſure of 
Memory, that vaſt Compaſs of Learning, that 
Knowledge of the World as to Men and Things, 
that Underſtanding and Reliſh of the Holy 
Writings, and Acquaintance with the Sacred 
(and other) Hiſtory, that Prefence of Mind, 
that Solemn and Commanding Exterior, that 
Elevation of Soul, and yet an humble Mind, 
that Skill in Controveſy, and yet a peaceable 
Temper, that ſtrength of Reaſon, Clearneſs and 
Vivacity of Thought, that Readineſs and De- 
corum of Elocution, that Patience and Pru- 
dence; that God-like Compaſſion for the Souls 
of Men, that generous and charitable Tem- 
per, that rational well- grounded and well. 
manag'd Zeal for the great Things of Religi- 
on, with. that impartial Moderation in leſſer 
Matters, which becomes a Chriſtian ànd a Mi- 
niſter: Theſe are Talents ſo rarely meeting 
in one Perſon, and yet all fo deſireable, that 
as the World is at preſent it is rather to 
wiſhed than attempted, that every Preacher of 
the Goſpel were thus furniſhed; A great deal 
depends on the finiſhing, Stroaks, in the Ma- 
nagement of thoſe who are ſent forth to preach 
the Goſpel, I mean as to what Man can do, 
for it is God alone who can give the Bleſſing 
and Inereaſe. They ſhould be put upon an 
impartial Enquiry after Truth, and a juſt 
Freedom (tho not a Scepticiſm) of Thought, 
a natural and eaſy Method, Elegancy, and | 
yet Plainneſs of Style, Strength and Clearneſs 
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of f Reaſoning, an affectionate and moving Elo- 

ne, conſiſting in a propriety of Thought, 
Hap preſſion, Voice and Geſture, without the 
Indecencies of mean and ſordid Language, 
or a ſwelling Tympany of Words: Theſe 
Things (with rh of the like Nature) re- 
quire — deal of Care and Application; 


and it were to be wiſh'd, that they who 


firſt enter upon the Miniſtry, had Time (be- 
fides their other Preparations) more tho- 


roughly to ſtudy the preaching Part, both 


as to the Compoſition and Delivery of their 


Sermons, for want of which (tho? 1 2 is none 


of my Buſineſs to dictate, yet) it is very plain 
that ſome young Preachers take a ur 

Taſte, and ſettle their Miſtakes into a Ha- 
bit, which they can never after get over: 


And how weakly ſoever 1 may have talk d 


on orher Heads, yet your ſeeing and hearing 
me at this Time, is ſufficient to convince 
you, that what I ſay is ue, and 0 ie 
mee agalaſt'} | 
27¹ nn .$ (0-49: 
2. The next knſleades 1 ſhall. * is, 
That ſelfiſſi and deſigning Men are very un- 
fit for this holy Office, and do a 
of Hart in it. They tempt Atheiſtical Men 
f to be more ſo, and to think that all Reli — 
F isPrieft-crafr and Impoſture. Such 


Matters when it is their Intereſt to 
maintain them, add — a Neiie a- 
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bout ſeigned Dangers of Religion, will bring 
it into real ones, by ſtirring up People to 
caſt off even common Humanity, and turn 
Tygers and Wolves to one another, to the 
Shame of Chriſtianity, and Human Nature 
its ſelf. Themiſtocles the | Athenian, under 
Pretence that the Sacred Shield was ftoln 
from Minerva's Statue, ſearched: for it every 
where, and finding in many Houſes great 
Sums of Money (which was what he look d 
for) took it all away: And thus ſuch Men 

act, only with this Difference, that whereas 
this Heathen employ'd it for the Publick, 
theſe Cbriſtians mind nothing but their pri- 
vate Intereſt: Of which the Venetians have 
ſo exceſſive an Apprehenſion, that they have 
made ſure Work of it by a Law, which in- 
volyes the Innocent with the Guilty, that 
no noble Venetian, that is an Eccleſiaſtick 
ſhall have any Thing to do with the pub ; 
liek Affairs of State. Hence it is that Eccle- 
ſiaſticks (too many of them) have ſometimes 
voted one Thing, another time the quite 
contrary, and then back again to their for- 
mer Deciſions, wavering to and fro, and 
catried about with every Wind oſ Doctrine 
that ſer vid to blow tlieir Conſecrated Veſſel 
to the Land of Ophir, and their Decrees in 
many Caſes have deſerved no more Atten- 
tion than Cato gave to Pompey, when he 
 Ropp'd;bis Ears, hearing him beginning an 
Oistion direly contrary. to his own Law. 
nd 85 — | Theſe 

* 
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Theſe ſelfiſn Men (of all Parties) propheſie 
ſmooth Things when they ſhould frewn 
upon Sin, and thunder and ſtorm when the 
ſtill and ſmall. Voice of Gentleneſs and Love 
would better become them, handling the 
Word of God, and the Souls of Men deceit- 
fully, and making all Things Sacred ſtoop 
to ſome ſecular and narrow Deſign. This 
brought ſo many Corruptions into the 
Church of Rome, and gives it that invincible 
Obſtinacy againſt Reformation. 
Yo ine 253 „laienies ud aon 
3. If Miniſters of the Goſpel are tobe ger. 
wants of the People for Jeſus ſake, then they 
are in the Wrong, who-contend* for making 
them either their 7yrants or theilt Slade. 
We deſire not to be Tyrants over you, to 
impoſe our own Opinions on you as Articles 
of Faith, or to make any Thing neceſſary às 
a Term of Communion, which Chrift Je- 
ſus the only Lord of your Faith, hath not 
made neceſſary to Salvation. And as e are 


not the Tyrants, ſo I hope it will not be 


thought an Extreme on the other Hand, if 
I ſay we are not the Slaves of the People, 
that they ought not to eſteem Us as ſuch, 
and that We ought not to make our Selves 
ſuch, which We do by mean and unworthy 
Complyances; by preaching and practiſing 
whatever the People dictate, by being afraid 
to rebuke Sin, when We are calPd to it, 
eſpecially in the Great and Rich, when We 
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indulge them in their ſinful Prejudices and 
 Uacharitableneſs, and inſtead of being the 
Voice of God to the People, are only the 
People's. Eccho to themſelves. We read that 
the Emperour 'Theodoſies uſed frequently to 
ſit by Ar ſenius whilſt he taught his Sons Ar. 
cadius and Honorius; and ſurpr img them 
once ſitting and Arſenius ſtanding; he took 
from them their Robes, not ſ ring them 
toappear in them again till after a long Time 
and much Intreaty. I plead not ſor ſuch 
Honours; but certainly the Servants of 
Saen ought not to be treated with a ſour 
OR 92 7 and mad Hatred, only becauſe they 
ſo free as to put the People i in Mind of 
the Cir, Duty, or reprove Sin, or only for ipea- 
Ng an inadvertent innocent Word, or for 
no Reaſon at all. In ſhort, there are theſe 
two Sigas of People's making their Mini- 
@ Slave; when they — the abſolute 
— 9 and Submiſſion of a Slave from 
him, and when they give but the Allowance 
of a Slave to him: Which brings Me to the 
+ bg, 
auth; Taference... 11 the n 105 the 
Golpel. preach. not themſelves; but Chriſt 
Jeſus the «x gr then they ought to be en- 
couraged in their Work. If you would en» 
courage them, you muſt attend their Mi- 
niſtry with Seriouſneſs and Candour, and 
not come as Criticks, Enemies, and Spies, 
but as ſincere Diſciples of Chriſt ; not com- 
ing out of Curioſity to hear ſomething and 
an 


e Og 


ef the Aſſembly of "Miniſters. 37 


S 
2 


o 


and ſtrange, which is one Reaſon, that in 
many Places a Miniſter, whilſt his Way and. 
Method is new to the People, makes a ſhift 
to pleaſe them: But in a little time they can 
no longer profit, that is, the fickle . 
People are weary of him. If you would en- 
courage your Miniſters, you muſt not en- 
tertain Prejudices againſt them your ſelves, 
nor encourage thoſe that do. Youniuſt not 
expect more from them than they can per- 
form. Some Men have a prodigious Strength 
both of Body and Mind, which enables them 
to endure thoſe Labours that would ſoon 
fink other Men. People ſhould not there- 
fore think their Miniſters lazy, becauſe they 
cannot doas ſome particular Men can, Have 
a care of cenſuring, and condemning, and 
grieving them without Cauſe. Their Work 
is difficult in its ſelf; increaſe not their Dif- 
ficulties, but live and act ſo, that you and 
your Miniſters may have Reafon to hope 
they have been the Inſtruments in the Hand 
of God, to-prepare you for everlaſting Glo- | 
ry. And if this be your Deſign, Prayer and 
Endeavour, you will not think it too great 
a Privilege for your Minifters to live in this 
World. In ſome Countries the Clergy en- 
d, 
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groſs almoſt the whole Wealth of the Land, 
and like Prieſts of Bel and Dragon devour all: 
But in other Places they hardly live. They 
Who have the Care of Souls will find 
that Care enough, without the * 
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of. worldly, Cares, which they whom they 
have the Charge of, ſhould kindly endeayour 
to leſſen as much as they can. We preach. not 
ur Selves, but Nee Chriſt in 
his matter, T For, ſo bath. God ordained, 
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that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 

the Goſpel : . it is . 
that Men ſhould acknowledge that any other 
Employment is beſt manag d by having ſome 
tolerable Encouragement, but. the, Miniſtry 


, 


beft without it. There are too many that 


ſeem to believe concerning Miniſters Presch⸗ 
ing what is ſaid of the Soldiers of a certain 
Country, that they fight beſt when they are 
% l u EN nel 260þ nd 
5. If the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt 
0 nor themſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the 


1 by 


Lord; then in refuſing to hearken to them in 


thoſe Things which they recommend to us ac: 
cordipg to their Commiſſion, we deſpiſe and 
diſobey Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Tho' thoſe 
Words of our Saviour, he that deſpiſeth you, 
deſtiſeth me, were ſpoken to thoſe whom he 
Immediately ſent and commiſſion'd, yet they 
are applicable to all his Servants in the Go- 
ſpel, as far as they preſs nothing upon us but 
what is agreeable to his Will. How ſubtle 
is the great Enemy of Souls! he may tempt 


you to be diſguſted with your Miniſter, (Oc⸗ 


bh a - 
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cafions enough you may find or fancy, For 
alas! We are Men ſubject to like Paſſions 
with you, and we have this Treaſure in ear- 
then Veſſels) and you may think that ſtill 
you will have a Regard for Chriſt and Religi- 
on ʒ but perhaps by that Diſguſt you may be 
tempted to leave his Miniſtry, to fall in with 


wicked Company, to neglect your Duty, to 


venture upon Sin, and ſo at laſt to throw off 
all Religion, and become Haters of true Piety 
in all Parties whatſoever. How ſad a Caſe 
will chis be! and how often has it been the 


Caſe. This deſpiſing the Servants of God 


for their Works ſake, is the way to bring 
down temporal and ſpiritual Judgments on 
your Selves. It is ſaid oft the Iaelitels, 
* The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to 
them by bis Meſſengers, riſing up betinies and 
ſending, becauſe be bad Com aſſion on bis 
one and on his ' Dwelling-place : but the 
moc 


ed the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſet 


bis Words, and miſuſed bi Prophets, until 
the Wrath of \the Lord aroſe againſt his Peæo- 
ple, till there was no Remedy. Lou may 
think (having a mean 1 of this ſacred 
Office) that you do well to be angry when 


you are reprobed for your Sins, and the Mi- 


niſter in à Sermon of otherwife ſtrikes upon 
your darling Vices; how does your Indigna- 


tion riſe againſt the Preacher! and do net 
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ou think (if not ſay) What? Shall this 
Parſan take upon him to reptove ſuch a one 
as Lam? Let him keep within his Province, 
and mind his own Buſineſs. Sinner! this is 
our Buſineſs, to warn every Man, to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long - ſuffering and 
Doctrine, that ſo knowing the Terrors of the 
5 rd, we may perſwade' Men. This is our 
eſs, and *tis your Buſineſs: and ours to 


conſider that we muſt give an Account how 


O 


we have praftis'd what we have preach d and 


heard. + The Word that we have ſpoken, the 
fame ſball judge ou and us in the. lait Day, 
And in a Senſe of the approaching Terrors of 
this great Day, let me entreat you to ſuffer 
the Word of Exhortation, and lay before 
you two or three particulars. | In the firſt 
place then conſider what clear Evidence there 
ts fox thoſe great Truths which the Miniſters 
eee pel offer to yu. Do you doubt of 
the Being of a God, the Doctrine of a Provi- 
dence, the Truth and Divine Authority of 


the Scriptureæs, that Feſus Chrift is the only 


Seviow, the Neceſſity of a Holy Life and of 
the A iſtancs of God: Grace and Spirit, in 
Order to it, a Future State, and an Eternit 
of Joy and Torment ? If you doubt of th 
Things, go and propoſe your Doubts to your 
Miniſter ;, but. if your Doubtings are ſuch as 
you are alham'd of, caſt them ci, and live up 
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to the Prineiples of your Religion. What 
Proofs would you have? Do you believe 
there are ſuch Places as Conſtantinople, Rome, 
or Jeruſalem, and that there were once ſuch 


Perſons as Alexander, Julius Cæſar or Cicero? 
Do you believe the Statutes of this Realm 


were made by our Kings and Queens with 
their Parliaments > Do you believe Men in 
theſe Things? And will you not believe 


Dod in the other? Ay, but you never ſq- 


Heaven nor Hell; you never ſaw Chriſt on 
Ezrrb, nor the Apoſiles, Evangelifts, and g- 
ther Servants of Chriſt write: the New Teſſa- 
ment Very well; and cannot you-alfo ſay 
you never [aw Conſtantinople, Rome, or Je- 
#uſalem, nor thoſe great Men I mention'd? 
Nor did you ſee our Kings and Queens'f1 


the ſeveral Laws by which you are goyern'd 


at this Day. Would not he be a Madman 


that ſhould ſay the People in the preſent and 


paſt Ages had agreed to impoſe upon him in 
theſe particulars > The moſt Free Thinker, 
the moſt thoughtleſs Sceprick-of them all, 
does not doubt to this Degree, © And is not 


Cbriſtanity guarded with greater Teſtimonies, 


and a ſurer Conveyance > Would you ſee a 
Meſſenger from the other World > Would 
you fee Chriſt on Earth >” Wald you hays 
Miracles wrought before your Eyes? Alas 
_ had-many N 
his Ryes, yet being juſtly left by God to the 
hardneſs of his dun Heart: (witch is the ”_ 
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ly hardening we can impute to the holy God) 
he went on and periſhed, The Sodomites 


were ſmitten with a miraculous Blindneſs, yet 
that did not open the Eyes of their Souls, 
Jude ſaw Chri# on Earth, was one of his 


Family, and a Witneſs of his Miracles, yet 


betray'd him: And many that ſaw his 
Miracles yet believ'd not in Him. The Sol- 
diers that beheld the Glory of his Reſurrecti- 
on, accompany'd with the Appearance of an 
Angel, yet for a Sum of Money deny d it, 
tho at firſt the Impreſſion was ſtrong and the 
* Terror great. How many that have ſeen 
the Apparitions both of good and bad Spirits, 
yet have continued wicked! So that unleſs 
vou have honeſt Minds, and are willing to 
know the Truth, what would all this fignify? 
If we confer with Fleſh and Blood (which 
St. Paul tells I us he did not) we ſball be 
[| diſobedient to the beavenly Viſion; and if 
ve ** believe not Moſes and the Prophess, 
neither ſhould we believe tho one aroſe from 
the Dead. But FÞ bleſſed are they that have 
not ſeen, and yet have believed, In the next 
place, conſider the Uncertainty and Vanity 
of all thoſe Things, for the ſake of which, 
you make light of Chriſt and the Salvation 
of your own Souls. The Honours, the 


Riches, the Pleaſures, the Farm, the Mer- 
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chandiſe, all the Affairs of this World will 
be over in a little Time. What is become of 
all thoſe worldly Men that for theſe ſixteen 
or ſeventeen hundred Years have made light of 
Chriſt for the ſake of theſe > They are gone, 
their Bodies conſumed in the Duſt, and their 
Souls fixed in their unchangeable State where 
there is no place for Repentance. Ask the 
old Man that is juſt ſinking into his Grave 
whether Life be not a Vapour, a ſhort and 
fooliſh Dream. Ask dying Men whether any 
Thing in Life be worth the hazarding Eter- 
nity for it. Ask any Man whether this 
World has nat miſerably diſappointed him if 
he has expected Happineſs from it. I have. 
read in a certain Hiſtorian, a remarkable 
Paſſage of a 2 of about forty or fiſty 
Muſcovites, who being driven aſhore by con- 
trary Winds near the Banks of the Volga, 
found there a vaſt maſſy Stone with this In- 


ſoeription, If you remove me you ſhall not 
r 


* boſe your Lahour ; but when they had done 
it with a great deal of Pains, all that they 
found, was another Inſcription on the other 

ſide, which was this, + In vain you look fon 
that which was never here. Juſt ſo the World 
ſerves thoſe wha truſt in it, and leave no 
Stone unturned in ſearching after that which 
they will never find; but the worſt of it is, 
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in the mean Time they loſe theit Souls. And 
let me add farther, What will you think of 
all theſe Thongs, and of your Selves at the 
great Day, when you ſhall ſee the Earth ſha- 
king, the Graves opening, and the Dead ari- 
ſing at the dreadſul ſound of the laſt Trum- 
pet? When you ſhall ſee the World in Flames, 
and all its Glory involv'd in one burning 
Ruin. When you ſhall ſee all Ages and all 
Nations of the World united in one vaſt Af- 
ſembly, and not one Soul of them happy that 
has made this Earth his Heaven : When you 
ſhall fee Him whom you have defpiſed, the 
lorified Jeſus appearing on his Throne of 
— with Eternal Majeſty and Almigh- 
15 Vengeance in his Looks: When you ſhall 
the choſen. Remnant (now laugh'd at) 
aſcending in Glory above the Reach of Ma- 


157 Pride and Scorn of Men and Devils; 
Ant 


the wicked, tho' once ever ſo great and 
glorious, ſo proud, inſulting and unmereiful, 
eyer'.10, careleſs and merry upon Earth, now 
too late ſenſible and aſhamed of their Folly, 
and departing acurſed with the Devils to ex- 
tream and everlaſting Torments, and. you 
your Sel ves amoigſt them; Will not this be 


a a dreadful Sight? Delay but x little longer, 


and this will be your Cafe : And therefore 
(as tho God did beſeech you by us) We preſs 
you not to make this Tĩme of God's Patience 
an Aggravation of your Sin and Puniſhment : 
For alas! your Life is but ſhort, and tho 


there 
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there be a Space between the Threatning and 
Execution, yet (compared with Eternity) 
that Space is no more than the ſhort Interval 
between the Flaſh of Lightning and the 
Clap of Thunder. If the I aelites trembled 
* at the Thundring and Lightning, and the 
Voice of the Trumpet at the delivering of 
the Law, how will you tremble when the 


Trump of God ſhall ſummon you to anſwer 


for the Breach of it! If Joſeph's Brethren, 
after they had treated him ſo cruelly, were 
+ troubled at his Preſence, and could not an- 
ſwer him tho he ſpoke comfortably to them, 
how will you be troubled at the Preſence and 
Appearance of Chriſt in his Glory, and how 


will you anſwer him > Will you not be ſpeech- 


leſs then (tho' now you have ſo many Excu- 
ſes ready) if you have ſold and betrayed 
your Saviour for eatthly Vanities > How lit- 
tle do we conſider the approach of this awful 
Day! We are told that Hannibals Army in the 

great Battle they fought in Naly againſt the 
Romans, never perceived the Earthquake that 


happen d at that very Time all round them, 


overturning Mountains, and changing the 
Courſe of Rivers: So while we are contend- 
ing and labouring for theſe lower Things, 
we are fo eager and fierce in purſuit of them, 
that we never mind that the Foundation en 
which we ſtand trembles under us, that the 
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World is diſſolving, that the Earth is open- 


ing a Grave to ſwallow Us up, and bury all 
our Hopes, and that We are haſtening a» 
pace to Death, Judgment and Eternity. 


6. If the faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel 


| prong not themſelves, but Chrift Jeſus the 


ord ; then hence We may infer, that He 
will reward them. All the Reward they 
can have here is nothing without this ; and 
all the Diſcouragements they meet with here 
ſhould be nothing to them when they think 
of this. In the great Hive of the World it 
is not always as in a Hive of Bees: Some- 


times the Labourers, they who take moſt 


Pains to find out Truth (if they meet with 
it out of the common Road) are caſt our, 
and the Drones that keep on lazily in the 
dull beaten Track have all the Applauſe and 
Encouragement : But it is not ſo with God, 
whoſe  Thoaghts are not like our Thoughts, 
nor his Ways like our Ways, who judges not 
(as Man too often judges) according to Ca- 


flom and Numbers, but according to Truth. 


Let Us then look chiefly to the future 


Keward, and the like. St. Paal, who 
ſaid, + None of theſe things move me, neither. 


count I my Life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I 
might finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the Mini- 
firy which I have teceived of the Lord Jeſus, ta 
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teſtifj the Goſpel of the Grace of God. We 
. Ae much from Men he World 
(in too many Places) is grown weary of 
the Goſpel and Miniſters of Chriſt of every 

Denomination. And as for Us who are 2 
unhappy as to diſſent from the Eftabliſh- 
ment, We know that we are every where 
ſpoken againſt : Our Soul is exceedingly fil- 
led with the Scorning of thoſe that are at 
Eaſe, but very unwilling that We ſhould 
have any Eaſe or Peace. Does not God ſay 
to every one of Us (my Reverend Brethren) 


2s Jeremiah of Old to Baruch, || Seekeſt thou 


great things for thy ſelf £ Seek them not. I 
could wiſh the venerable Clergy of the 
Church of Exg land, greater Encouragements 
than they have, ſo far am I from envying 
them what they already poſſeſs: But We 
who are out of the Eftabliſhment have an 
additional Motive to look to the future Re- 
ward. * Therefore, my Beloved Brethren, 
Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always aboanding 
in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know 
that your Labour is not in vainin the Lord, I 
am now coming tothat Part of my Diſcourſe, 
which I ſuppoſe you have for ſome time lon- 
ed to hear, I mean the Conciuſion, which 1 
ſhall make. in this ee 
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Jh and lai Inference. ' If a Goſpel:Mini- 
ſtry is an Ordinance of Chriſt, and ſo uſefu} 
to the Souls of Men, then hence I infer, 
What Reaſon We have to be highly con- 
cern'd for the continuance and ſucceſs of it, 
and ta tremble at the Thoughts of its being 
taken away from Us. *Tis true, the Light 
of the Goſpel ſhall not be totally extinguiſh- 
ed to the End of the World, when the Go. 
ſpel ſhall more than ever appear to be the 
Power of God to Salvation. But it may be 
extinguiſhed in particular Places, and actu- 
ally has been ſo. Witneſs (among many o- 
thers) the ſeven famous Churches of the 
Leſſer Aſia. Long ago their Candleſticks 
are removed, and the Glory is departed. And 
tis uo Proof this will not be our. Caſe, be- 
cauſe we are not ſenſible of it: For one of 
the Sins far which the Goſpel departs from 
a-People, is their nut being ſenſible that tis 
their Glory. There are melancholy Sym- 
ptoms upon Us; We have great means 
of Knowledge: Never was the Chriſtian 
Religion better explain*d and vindicated, 
and yet is there not a ſhameful Ignorance, 
and a ſpreading Tofidelity ? We have ſome 

pious and fincere Endeavours towards s Re. 
formation of Manners, and yet is there not 
an open and general, and (may I not lay) 
e 


a boaſted Profaneneſs? And amongſt tho 

that ſeem more concerned for Religion, is 
there not an univerſal Coldgeſs and .* 
A1 | | | X eg; 
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Negligence? A general Contempt of a Go- 
ſpel-Miniſtry among all Parties too much 
prevails. A riotous and mad Zeal for little 
Things, and an Unconcernedneſs for com- 
mon Chriſtianity too much appears. Too 
many there are that hate a Man of ſober 
Principles, calm 1 and a good Life; 

* Propheſie to them of Wine and of ſtrong Drink : 
He ſball be the Prophet of this People, Mi- 
ſtake Me not: I am not making an Inve- 
ive againſt our Brethren of the eſtabliſh'd 
Church; We Diſſenters have many Faults 
amongſt Us, too plain to be denied, too 
great to be defended, too inveterate to be 

eaſily cur'd. I know ſome are much di- 
ſpleaſed, if we mention any Thing of the 
Faults of our own Party: But tho? one would 
not tell the World every Thing, yet here 
among Friends a Man may ſay a Word or 
two. Are there none amongſt Us who 
diſſent from others out of Humour or Inte- 
reſt ? Are there none that quarrel with their 
conforming Miniſter or Neighbour, and 
then come over to Us? And are there not 
too many who on a Perſonal Quarrel with 
ſome of Us go away entirely from Us, and 
all their pretended Principles and Scruples ? 
Are there not in' too many Places great Ir- 
regularities, Heats, Tricking, and Under- 
mining in Election of Miniſters ? Are not 
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many Miniſters drawn in by a People with 
large Promiſes, and a ſeeming Zeal of Af. 
fection, and in a few Years deſerted by them, 
and their Families left to Languiſhing and 
Ruin? How few Men of Figure and Sub- 
ſtance amongſt Us devote their Children to 
the Miniſtry, as an Honour to the eldeſt 
Son of a Family, and do not rather look up- 
on it as a Drudgery fitter for the loweſt of 
the People? Are not ſome Miniſters apt to 
decline being concern'd in a Man's Ordina- 
1 c tion (if not to oppoſe it) if they find he is 
= not of their Opinion? What Treatment do 
=. Miniſters and People give one another, with 
reſpe& to their Differences in Judgment? 
And to ſpeak freely, is it not as much a- 
goal Chriſtian Liberty for Me to impoſe 
Subſcription, on another to my particular O- 
pinions and diſputed Points, which I call 
the Faith, as to impoſe a Subſcription to a 
Form of Prayer? Here I think I might ſay 
to ſuch Impoſers, Haſt thou Faith, have it 
to thy ſelf. It is not impoſſible for a Synod 
to be impoſed on in their framing of Arti- 
cles by the Vehemeace and Fury of ſome 
hot and conceited Men. Of this the Reve- 
rend Mr. Baxter gives Us a moſt remarka- 
ble (I was going to ſay- melancholy) In- 
ſtance, in his Hiſtory of Biſhops and Coun- 
eils: I quote not his Werds as Scripture, 
but as credible Evidence of a Matter 0 2 
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« * I have lived (ſays he) to ſee ſuch an 
« Aſſembly of Miniſters, where three or four 
c leading Men were ſo prevalent as to form 
&« 4 Confeſſion of Faith in the Name of the 
« whole Party, which had that in it which 
particular Members did diſown. And when 
about a controverted Article, one Man hath 
* charged me deeply for queſtioning the 
& Words of the Church, others that were 
* at the forming of that Article, have laid 
it all on that ſame Man, as by his Impe- 
4 tuouſneſs putting in that Article, the reſt 
being loth to. ſtrive much againſt him: 
“ And fo it was he himſelf that was the 

* Church, whoſe Authority he ſo much urg'd; 
& at leaſt the effectual ſignifying part. 
_ Suppoſe thouſands of good and learned 
Men were all agreed on ſome diſputable 
Point, yet this is no Reaſon for their impo- 
ſing it rigidly on others who may be ſtill in 
doubt concerning it; much leſs is there any 
Reaſon why that ſhould be a Rule of Faith 
to all others which they under whoſe vene- 
rable Name it paſſes, did not believe them- 
ſelves. Do not we too often ſcandalouſly 
quarrel and divide about ſmall Matters ꝰ 
Are not-many amongſt us heady, turbulent, 
ungovernable and factious? Is there that 
Juſtice and Mercy amongſt all of us in our 
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worldly Dealings which the Goſpel requires? 
Do not too many amongſt us neglect Family 
Prayer, and Catechiſing their Children? And 
in ſome Places is not publick Catechiſing neg- 
lected all the Year round, and Baptiſm 4 
ways adminiſtred in private? Are not ſome 
too ready to condemn a Miniſter for reading 
the Ten Commandments, repeating the Creed 

or uſing the Lord's Prayer in Publick, as go- 
ing to conform, if not inclined to Popery? 
Are not many of us too apt to cenſure thoſe 
who go off to our Brethren of the Eſtabliſbd 
Church, and to interpret any remarkable Af- 
fliction that befals them afterwards, as a Judg- 
ment upon them? Do not ſome of us uſe 
thoſe Phraſes of the Intereſt of Chriſt, and 
Profeſſors of Religion and the like, in a nar- 
ro uncharitable Senſe, too much confining 
them to our own Party? And are none of us 
accuſtomed to call it Railing, if a Conforming 
Miniſter (tho' ever ſo modeſtly) mentions 
any Arguments againſt the Diſſenters? Do 
not too many of us place Religion more in 

being unlike others, than in being like God 
and Jeſus Chrit ? That Zeal, that Union, 
that Seriouſneſs that appear d amongſt us un- 
der our Difficulties, where is it now ? As the 
Number of our Miniſters has increaſed, has 
not the Love that ſome ſeem'd to have for 
the Goſpel they preach viſibly diminiſh'd ! 
The Memory of our old deceaſed learned: pi- 
ous Miniſters, deſerves great Honour and 
hos} Reſpect : 


| 
þ 
? 
d 


Reſpect : But how do ſome honour it? Is 


its Self, tho? not to be impos'd: And yet 
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it not in ſuch a Way as to make every Body 
deſpiſe thoſe who are left behind; who if 
they fall ſhort of thoſe experienc'd Fathers 
in Abilities, yet ought to be encourag'd and 
not deſpis'd for their Youth 2 It is only Ad- 
miration of Men's Perſons, and not Love to 
Chriſt, and betrays a Contempt and Weari- 
neſs of the Goſpel it Self, if while we adore 
the Memories, and garniſh the Tombs of the 
dead Prophets, we deſpiſe and perſecute the 
Living, firſt doing all we ean to render them 
uſeleſs, and then accuſing them for being ſo ; 
firſt reſolving they ſhall do us no good, and 
then complaining we get no good by them. 
Do not the poorer Sort in moſt Places con- 
tribute five times as much 1n Proportion to 
their Abilities as the Rich, who ſeem ſome 
of them not much concerned to prevent Re- 
ligion's dying one of the worft of Deaths, 
which is to be ſtarved? * The Nobles put not 
their Necks to the Work of their Lord. And 
yet poſſibly they may cenſure the Miniſter as . 1 
a covetous Man for not relieving the Poor, if 
whom they have made ſo by their Oppreſſion, 
when he himſelf perhaps is one of the poor- l 
eſt Men in his Congregation. We profeſs. l 
to own that a Form of Prayer is lawful in 


how few Congregations could one find a- 


— 


* Neh. iii. 5. 
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rr 
mongſt Us that would not ſorſake a Mini- 
ſter, that ſhould always, or generally pray 


by a Form, tho? he added ſuitable, Petitions 
on extraordinary Occaſions? What a thin 


cold ſlender Appearance is there in map 
Places on Solemn Days of Faſting or Thankſ- 


| giving, on Days of Preparationfor the Lord's 


upper, and on the Mornings of the very 
Lord's Days? Are there not too many in 
ſome Places, who fit in the publick Con- 
gregation in Time of Prayer (without any 
neceſſitating Infirmity) when they can kneel 
in Family-Prayer, if they haveany ? Do not 
a great many neglect to join in the Hea- 
venly Ordinagce of Singing, who tho' they 
cannot lead, yet they might exſily learn to 
follow 2 And how many are there even a. 
mong the more aged ſort (otherwiſe of vi- 
ſible Piety) who ſatisfy themſelves to live 
and dye without receiving. the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper? And is not this to 


live in the wilful Neglect of a plain Duty? 
What little Improvement have we made of 


our now more than twenty Years Liberty? 
Are not We yet a Heap of Ruins, without 


that Union, that Order and Harmony and 


Love, which would have prevented or re- 


moved ſeveral of thoſe Evils I have hinted 
at ; have made Us more uſeful toeach other, 
and rendred Us more honourable in the 


Sight of our Chriſtian Brethren ? What 


mall I fay ? Are not theſe Things too true 
| in 
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in many Places? I do not fay it is ſothere + 
I am a Stranger amongſt you; and J hope 
better Things of you, tho I thus ſpeak, But 
this I may ſay, God forgive Us all, both Mi- 
niſters and People, wherein we have been 
faulty. „ 

To return to a more general View of 
Things; too many ſeem to have forgotten 
our Deliverance from Popery and Arbitrary 

Power, which are dreadful Things, and will 
be found ſo if ever they ſhould break in up- 
on us. How is the Memory of our late De- 
liverer (I fay late, for it ſhould be ever freſh 
in our Minds) rendered odious, tho? to Him 
under God, we owe our Enjoyment of the 
beſt of Religions, and the beſt of Queens 
upon the Throne! A Spirit of mad Uncha- 
ritableneſs has poſſeſs'd us, and imbitterd 
us one againſt another. The Roman - Catho- 
licks take Advantage of our Diviſions and 
Conceſſions in Favour of them. Whatever 
Doctrine would infallibly bring in a Popiſh 
Line if it were put in Practice: Whatever 
tends to divide and exaſperate Proteſtants a- 
gainſt each other, and make them hate one 
another as heartily as the common Enem 
hates us all. Every thing of this Kind m 
needs rejoice the Papiſts. They are a Gene- 
ration of Men againſt whom there is no 
Guarding, for they who can have a Diſpen- 
ſation to ſay and do any thing ſor the Good 
of holy Church, may inſinuate themſelves a- 


mongſt 
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mongſt Diſſenters, and thoſe of the Eſta- 
bliſh*'d Church too; and while an honeſt 
Proteſtant who ſcruples receiving the Sacra- 
ment Kneeling, is ſhut out, a juggling Ca- 
tholick in Maſquerade may be admitted; and 
who can help it? Nay, a French Papiſt Wri. 
ter, has the Imprudence to own as much 
and fticks not to ſay, That the * Rigour of 
the Teſt-A& has oblig'd many zealous Ca- 
tholicks to communicate amongſt the Pro- 
teſtants: And the ſame Author boaſts, That 
our + Univerſities have condemned the Do- 
ctrine according to which a Papiſt cannot in- 


herit the Crown of England. So that you 
ſee what Advantages our Adverſaries make 


of theſe Things. And one would think that 


if there were any Exceſs of Zeal amongſt 


Proteſtants at this time of Day, it ſhould be 
againſt the Roman Tribe, whoſe very Reli- 


gion is written in Blood: One would hope 


that Proteſtants ſhould ſooner think of a 
Comprehenſion with their Brethren who a- 
gree with them in all the material Points, 
than with the Gallican Church. One would 
hope that every Proteſtant would abhor the 
abominable Doctrines and Corruptions of 
Rome: But alas! (that T may not be thought 
to aggravate Things, I ſhall not ſpeak my 


*La rigeur de cet Ae obligea pluſieurs Catholiques zelez 
pour leur Patrie de communier parmy les Proteſtans par 
Politique, a fin de ne pas ſe rendre ſuſpects. Voiages Hiſt. 
de ] Europe. Tom. iv. p. 208. ala Haye. 1698. 


+ Ibid. p. 381. 
own 


it (or of turning away from it) againſt their 


Biſhop of the Eftabliſh'd Chur 
from the Pulpit the laſt + Theokfo vine. 
"Day's his Words are theſe) || © There ſeems 
to be in ſome a ſlaekning of Zeal in theſe 
« Matters, a Willingneſs to forget them, and 
& anlnclination to return to kinder Thoughts 
i ag e Faays Religion. And let me 
add, That there are ſome who while 115 
ſeem to be for a Comprehenſion with th 50 


Popiſh Church of France will hardly allow a 


Toleration to their Proteſtant Brethren' at 


Home; but whatever the Subject of their 


Diſcourſe be, they have the Art of turni 


poor Brethren who differ from meh This 
is the Delenda Carthago of all their 7 


and for this they would Sacrifice morè than 


Jam willing to name. They will have no 
Peace with any who will not ſay juſt as they 
do, and follow them into all their Extra va- 


gances acting 
monte Who Would make no Covenant With 


the Men of Fabeſh-Gilesd, but on the hard 


and barbarous Condition of putting out their 
right Eyes: But Nabeſþ did not put out his 
own firſt, as theſe Men ſeem to tiave done, 
who groan for their! Chains and oY 25 
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gain. How long will ye Mourn for Saul, ſeein 
God hath 9 * him from _—_ * 
Iſrael ? That Glorious Turn was indeed the 
Work of God, and as Her preſent Majeſty 
approved of, and acted in that Affair; ſo 
God has bleſſed Her and Us with wonderful 
Succeſs. The remembrance of our common 

Danger ſhould unite us in one common In- 

tereſt, and keep Men from envying their 

Brethren, a Toleration which I dare ſay the 

Government does not think We have for- 

ſeited-· What would theſe Men ſay? Did 

the Diſſenters in England enjoy thoſe. Privi- 

leges which the Proteſtants of France were 
favoured with under a Popiſh Government? 

The Edict of Nants forbad the Papiſts to re- 

proach the Proteſtants for their Religion, 

and the Governours of Provinces and Ma- 

giſtrates of Towns were to ſwear to the E- 

dict. The Proteſtants were admitted to 

Places of Honour and Truſt. They had 

Places in the Court, in the Camp, in the 

Fleet, in the Treaſury, and many other 

Poſts... In the Reigns of Henry the Fourth, 

and Lewis the Thirteenth, there was no Re- 

gard to the Diverſity of Religions in the 
higheſt Preſerments. Roquelaure, de! Hd. 
pital, Colig ay (the Third of that Name), the 

Duke de ls Force, Baſſompiere, the Duke 4e 

Sully, the Duke de Millary, Monſieur de 14 

Mothe,, were all Marſhals of France, and all 

Proteſtants. La Noue, Souhiſe, Rohan, and 

1 33 | | L many | 
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many others were Generals, and yet Pro- 
tetants. During the Miniſtry of the Car- 
dinals Richelieu and Mazarin, the Prote- 
ſtants were as much conſider d and preferr d 
in the military Commands as the Roman 
Catholicks. In the Reign even of the pre · 
ſent French King, Turenne was made Mar- 
ſhal of France) and continued a Proteſtant 
till a few Years before his Death. Armand 
Das de la Force was made Marſhal of France, 
and continu'd fo (I think) between 20 and 
30 Years, and died a Proteſtant. Fredric de 
Schomberg was made Marſhal of France, the 
ſame that was kill'd in Ireland in the Lear 
1690. The preſent King had alſo ſeveral 
General Officers of the Proteſtant Religion: 
One of the moſt confiderable of them was 
the Count de Roye, who commanded ſeveral 
times the King's Armies in Chief, and was | 
offer d more than once the Baton of Mar- 1 
ſhal, on Condition of changing his Religi. 1 
on, which he refuſed, and came over to | 
England, and died at the Bath about 18 
Lears ago. When the French King began 
to reſign his Conſcience to the Jeſuits, thoſe 
Iacendiaries of the World, then the Piſſe. 
rence of Religions began to be an Impedi- 
ment to thoſe high Preferments, and at laft 
to living quietly in the loweſt Condition. 
The Proteſtant Officers had Liberty for 
the Exerciſe of their Religion in the very 
French Army, except in the King's Quar- 
= ters 
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N ters: They had Authority to call National 
FSynods, and did actually aſſemble near 30 of 


them (before and after the Edict) in the com. 
paſs one Century. The King beſtowꝰ'd on 


the Proteſtants yearly ſor ſome time One 


Hundred and Five and Thirty Thouſand 
Crowns, which amounts (if I miſtake not) 
to above Thirty Thouſand Pounds of our 

Money for maintaining their Churches 'and 
Univerſities, But alas! Now the Songs of 
f Temple are turned into Howling, and all 

heſe Privileges and Favours are changed into 
bloody Perſecution, and the Edict of Nant: 
is repealed under pretence that it was not de- 
ſign'd to Poſterity, but only fer the preſent 
Occaſion: And do not ſome talk fo of the Act 
of Indulgence in a Proteſtant Country? But 
whatever Men may talk in a heat, I hope the 
cool Thoughts of the majority of our Brethren 
are very different from this uncharitable di- 
viding, deſtroying Temper. And is it not 
Time for us to be cool? In the Days of Ca- 
nlillus the Dictator the News of the Invaſion 


of the Gauls quiered the Tumults and Con- 


tentions about the Election of Conſuls at 
Rom ; but has a ſenſe of common Danger 
had the ſame effect upon us? Have we not 
been a Sport to: our Neighbours, (as the f 


 Pfalmiſt ſays) and made our Enemies laugh 


among themſelves ? And is it not of the 
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Lord's Mercies that we are not conſumed by 
them, or one another, and brought.to that 
deſolate Condition many Proteſtant Churches 
have been reduc'd to? In our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances we have three Things to Comfort 
us; We have a good Queen, 4 good Cauſe, 
and a good God (we hope) on our ſide. 
We 00 a good Queen, and tis our Du- 
ty to believe ſo, notwithſtanding thoſe villai- 
nous Slanders with which her Enemies in 
vain endeavour to eclipſe her Glory, We 
muſt not judge and determine upon every. | 
affair of State above our reach. Every pri- 
vate Soldier (or Officer either) may. not 
know the Reaſon of the Marches and Coun- 
ter-Marches of an Army, but may think 
they proceed from Raſhneſs and Inconſtancy, 
from weak and giddy Counſels, while they. 
know nothing of the true and ſecret Reaſons 
of theſe Motions. And we muſt never meg-. 
ſure the Wiſdom or Integrity of our Superi- 
ours by . Succeſs, which is often wanting to 
the moſt noble and well-formed Defigns, and 
to the moſt wiſe and faithful Attempts for ex. 
ecuting them. „ 
We have alſo a good Cauſe, even the cauſe 
of Liberty, Juſtice, and the moſt generous 
Charity, to fave all Europe from Slavery. 
Our great and renowned General has been 
honoured with a long courſe of ſuch wonder- 
ful Succeſſes, that I fear the number of our 
Victories has made us forget them, tho the 
IE | Greatneſs 
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Greatneſs of them will keep the Enemy from 
doing ſo: But his Modeſty is as wonderful 
as his Courage and Conduct, and he ſeems 
more pleaſed to do a great Action than to be 
thank 'd for it ; like that Noble Roman, who 
ſaid, e rather be asked why he had no: 
4 Statue, than why be bad one; making ng 
publick Entries but into the Camps and Ci- 
ties of the Enemy; and having no Trium, 
phal Arch but the Heavens, and admired by 
the Nations under them; Terrible only to 
the Foe, Great in his Condeſcenſions, and 
Humble in the midſt of the Applauſes of Eu- 
rope, not affecting a noiſy Popularity, nor 
1 (like Caius Marius) offending the Senate by 
mo entriug their Houſe in his Triumphal Habit; 
_ == content to Triumph in that Eſteem and Gra- 
\F ' titude which he has from his Queen and 
i Country and the whole Confederac . 
This Glorious Succeſs ſeems to promiſe us 
That God will not yet forſake us. At leaſt 
he ſeems to be ſaying to us, ( How ſhall 
I give thee up, Ephraim e£ How fball I de- 
liber thee, Iſrael s How ſball I make thee as 
Admah How ſhall I ſer thee as Zeboim? 
Mine Heart is turned within me; my Repent- 
ings are kindled togather. Thi War is ta 
iſſue in ſomething very favourable ar very fa- 
tal to the Reformed Intereſt in this part of 
the World. It would make us tremble to 
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think how dreadful it would be if a Power 
- ſhould prevail, that would bring in a Govern- 
ment in Church and State which would make 
it ſelf in earneſt be obeyed withour Reſerve, 
which would fill the Churches with thoſe 
who would not Preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
but themſelves our Lords and Tyrants, who 
would ſubdue our carnal Reaſon with the car- 
nal Weapon, cut a ſunder all Difficulties 
with the Sword, andenlighten our dark Minds 
with the Flames of Martyrdom, and unite us 
all in one common Ruin and Miſery, whoare 
now ſo divided and ignorant of our own Hap- 
pineſs. . 
From this Tyrannical Government and 
this Bloody Religion, and every Principle 
and Practice that tends to either, Good Lord 
deliver us; and I hope every good Proteſtant 
of all Perſwaſions will heartily ſay, Amen. 


The END. 
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